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by such as were of General Essex's party, between -whom and Waller there had been jealousies and misunderstandings for some time
The king, about eight thousand strong, marched on to Bns'o1 where Sir William Hopton joined him, and from thence he follows Essex into Cornwall, Essex still following Grenvil, the king comes to Exeter, and joining with Prince Maurice, resolves to pursue Essex, and now the Earl of Essex began to see his mistake, being cooped up between two seas, the king's army in his rear, the country his enemy, and Sir Eichard Grenvil in his van
The king, who always took the best measures when he was left to his own counsel, wisely refuses to engage, though supenor in number, and much stronger in horse Essex often diew out to fight, but the king fortifies, takes the passes and bridges, plants cannon, and secures the countiy to keep off provisions, and continually strengthens their quarters, but would not fight
Now Essex sends away to the parliament for help, and they write to Waller, and Middleton, and Manchester to follow, and come up with the king m his lear, but some were too far off, and could not, as Manchester and Fairfax , others made no haste, as having no mind to it, as Waller and Middleton, and if they had, it had been too late
At last the Earl of Essex finding nothing to be done, and unwilling to fall into the kings hands, takes shipping, and leaves his aimy to shift for themselves The horse, under Sir William Balfour, the best horse officer, and, without comparison, the bravest in all the parliament army, advanced in small parties, as if to skirmish, but falling in with the whole body, being thiee thousand five hundred horse, broke through, and got off Though this was a loss to the king's victory, yet the foot were now in a condition so much the worse Brave old Skippon proposed to fight through with the foot and die, as he caked it, like Englishmen, with sword m hand , but the rest 01 the officers shook their heads at it for, being well paid, they had at present no occasion for dying
Seeing it thus, they agieed to tieat, and the king grants them conditions, upon laying down their arms, to march off free This was too much > had his majesty but obliged them upon oath not to serve again for a ceitam time, he had done las busuae&s, but this was not thought of, so they passed